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Key Areas of Strength Key Areas of Weakness
 • Basic copyright, trademark, and 

industrial design frameworks in place

 • Awareness-raising and capacity-building 
efforts on importance and use of IP rights

 • Very weak patent framework, 
with sector-specific patents and 
other IP rights not available

 • Major holes in copyright protection, 
notably in the digital sphere

 • Trademark legislation does not directly 
address unregistered marks, with limited 
recognition of well-known marks

 • Enforcement generally poor—insufficient 
penalties and administrative inaction

 • Government interference and regulatory 
barriers to commercialization of IP assets

http://www.uschamber.com/ipindex
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Indicator Score
Category 1: Patents, Related Rights and Limitations 0.75

1. Patent term of protection 0.50

2. Patentability requirements 0.00

3. Patentability of computer-implemented 
inventions (CIIs) 0.25

4. Plant variety protection, term of protection 0.00

5. Pharmaceutical-related patent enforcement and 
resolution mechanism 0.00

6. Legislative criteria and use of compulsory 
licensing of patented products and technologies 0.00

7. Patent term restoration for pharmaceutical products 0.00

8. Membership of a Patent Prosecution Highway 
(PPH) 0.00

9. Patent opposition 0.00

Category 2: Copyrights, Related Rights,  
and Limitations 1.63

10. Copyright (and related rights) term of protection 0.63

11. Legal measures which provide necessary 
exclusive rights that prevent infringement of 
copyrights and related rights (including Web 
hosting, streaming, and linking)

0.25

12. Expeditious injunctive-style relief and disabling of 
infringing content online 0.00

13. Availability of frameworks that promote 
cooperative action against online piracy 0.25

14. Scope of limitations and exceptions to copyrights 
and related rights 0.25

15. Technological protection measures (TPM) and 
digital rights management (DRM) legislation 0.00

16. Clear implementation of policies and guidelines 
requiring that any proprietary software used on 
government ICT systems should be licensed 
software

0.25

Category 3: Trademarks, Related Rights,  
and Limitations 1.50

17. Trademarks term of protection (renewal periods) 1.00

18. Protection of well-known marks 0.25

19. Legal measures available that provide necessary 
exclusive rights to redress unauthorized uses of 
trademarks

0.25

20. Availability of frameworks that promote action 
against online sale of counterfeit goods 0.00

Category 4: Design Rights, Related Rights,  
and Limitations 0.65

21. Industrial design term of protection 0.40

22. Legal measures available that provide necessary 
exclusive rights to redress unauthorized use of 
industrial design rights

0.25

Category 5: Trade Secrets and the Protection  
of Confidential Information 0.25

23. Protection of trade secrets (civil remedies) 0.25

24. Protection of trade secrets (criminal sanctions) 0.00

25. Regulatory data protection term 0.00

Indicator Score
Category 6: Commercialization of IP Assets and 
Market Access 0.75

26. Barriers to market access 0.00

27. Barriers to technology transfer 0.00

28. Registration and disclosure requirements of 
licensing deals 0.25

29. Direct government intervention in setting 
licensing terms 0.00

30. IP as an economic asset 0.50

31. Tax incenstives for the creation of IP assets 0.00

Category 7: Enforcement 0.52

32. Physical counterfeiting rates 0.16

33. Software piracy rates 0.11

34. Civil and precedural remedies 0.25

35. Pre-established damages and/or mechanisms for 
determining the amount of damages generated 
by infringement

0.00

36. Criminal standards including minimum 
imprisonment and minimum fines 0.00

37. Effective border measures 0.00

38. Transparency and public reporting by customs 
authorities of trade-related IP infringement 0.00

Category 8: Systemic Efficiency 0.50

39. Coordination of IP rights enforcement 0.00

40. Consultation with stakeholders during IP policy 
formation 0.00

41. Educational campaigns and awareness raising 0.50

42. Targeted incentives for the creation and use of IP 
assets for SMEs 0.00

43. IP-intensive industries, national economic impact 
analysis 0.00

Category 9: Membership and Ratification of 
International Treaties 0.50

44. WIPO Internet Treaties 0.50

45. Singapore Treaty on the Law of Trademarks 
and Protocol Relating to the Madrid Agreement 
Concerning the International Registration of Marks

0.00

46. Patent Law Treaty and Patent Cooperation Treaty 0.00

47. Membership of the International Convention for the 
Protection of New Varieties of Plants, Act of 1991 0.00

48. Membership of the Convention on Cybercrime, 
2001 0.00

49. The Hague Agreement Concerning the 
International Registration of Industrial Designs 0.00

50. At least one post-TRIPS FTA with substantive IP 
provisions and chapters in line with international 
best practices

0.00

Total Score:  
7.05
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Spotlight on the National IP Environment

Past Editions versus Current Scores

Venezuela’s overall score remains unchanged 
at 14.10% (7.05 out of 50) in the tenth edition. 

Systemic Efficiency 

42. Targeted incentives for the creation and use 
of IP assets for SMEs: In addition to basic issues 
pertaining to the availability and enforcement 
of IP rights, rightsholders in Venezuela have 
long faced the challenge of a lack of supportive 
institutions. To begin with, the overall business 
environment has, and remains, a challenge 
with rightsholders in Venezuela facing a highly 
uncertain and evolving business environment. 
Politically, the environment remains fraught, with 
portions of the Venezuelan government ceasing to 
function amid a continued stand-off between the 
government and the opposition. The Venezuelan 
economy has contracted substantially over the last 
decade, and inflation was estimated by Reuters 
to be running at close to 3,000% in 2021. The 
World Bank’s Doing Business report has ranked 
Venezuela in the bottom of its overall “Ease of 
Doing Business” scores for the last decade. 

In 2010, Venezuela ranked 177th out of 183 
economies; in 2020, it was 188th out of 190 
economies. With respect to the national IP 
framework, the Venezuelan IP office (the 
Autonomous Service of Intellectual Property, SAPI) 
has over the last few years intermittently operated. 
In 2018, SAPI suspended its services and ceased 
operations for months. Fees were dramatically 
increased the same year for most registration 
and office procedures, making IP protection de 
facto inaccessible to Venezuelan businesses, in 
particular SMEs. Given this difficult background, 
the SAPI should be commended for introducing 
new measures to reach SMEs and assist them to 
identify and register their rights more effectively. 

Specific measures include the El SAPI va a la 
calle direct outreach campaign targeting SMEs; 
the launch of a new interactive IP portal; and the 
suspension of all IP registration fees through 
the end of 2021 for all newly formed SMEs. If 
these changes and the focus on SMEs is made a 
permanent part of SAPI’s remit, the score on this 
indicator will rise in future editions. The Index will 
continue to monitor these developments in 2022.

http://www.uschamber.com/ipindex

