
268   |   2022 International IP Index

Rank

Morocco

P
er

ce
nt

ag
e 

of
 O

ve
ra

ll 
In

de
x 

S
co

re

100

80

60

40

20

0
Bottom 10

Economies’
Average

Top 10
Economies’

Average

Africa and 
the Middle East 

Average

41.55

29.39

Overall Score in Comparison

Morocco

59.76

90.91

Category Scores

100
90
80
70
60
50
40
30
20
10

Trade Secrets 

Trademarks

Copyrights

Patents

Membership and Ratification
of International Treaties  

Enforcement 

Systemic Efficiency 

Commercialization of IP Assets

Design Rights

Morocco Africa and the Middle East Average Top 10 Economies’ Average

22/55



uschamber.com/ipindex  |   269

Key Areas of Strength Key Areas of Weakness
 • Fairly well-developed national IP 

system—highest performing middle-
income economy in Index

 • Strong protection for patents and related rights

 • U.S.-Morocco FTA and agreements with EU 
have encouraged Morocco to strengthen 
IP environment and related standards

 • PPH in place with Spain

 • Moroccan IP Office (OMPIC) offers 
validation of all EPO registered patents

 • Challenging enforcement 
environment: high rates of physical 
counterfeiting and online piracy

 • BSA estimates a software piracy rate of 64%

 • Some uncertainty over practical 
availability of patents for CIIs

http://www.uschamber.com/ipindex
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Indicator Score
Category 1: Patents, Related Rights and Limitations 6.38

1. Patent term of protection 1.00

2. Patentability requirements 0.75

3. Patentability of computer-implemented 
inventions (CIIs) 0.50

4. Plant variety protection, term of protection 1.00

5. Pharmaceutical-related patent enforcement and 
resolution mechanism 1.00

6. Legislative criteria and use of compulsory 
licensing of patented products and technologies 1.00

7. Patent term restoration for pharmaceutical products 0.63

8. Membership of a Patent Prosecution Highway 
(PPH) 0.50

9. Patent opposition 0.00

Category 2: Copyrights, Related Rights,  
and Limitations 3.74

10. Copyright (and related rights) term of protection 0.74

11. Legal measures which provide necessary 
exclusive rights that prevent infringement of 
copyrights and related rights (including Web 
hosting, streaming, and linking)

0.50

12. Expeditious injunctive-style relief and disabling of 
infringing content online 0.50

13. Availability of frameworks that promote 
cooperative action against online piracy 0.50

14. Scope of limitations and exceptions to copyrights 
and related rights 0.50

15. Technological protection measures (TPM) and 
digital rights management (DRM) legislation 0.50

16. Clear implementation of policies and guidelines 
requiring that any proprietary software used on 
government ICT systems should be licensed 
software

0.50

Category 3: Trademarks, Related Rights,  
and Limitations 2.00

17. Trademarks term of protection (renewal periods) 1.00

18. Protection of well-known marks 0.25

19. Legal measures available that provide necessary 
exclusive rights to redress unauthorized uses of 
trademarks

0.50

20. Availability of frameworks that promote action 
against online sale of counterfeit goods 0.25

Category 4: Design Rights, Related Rights,  
and Limitations 1.25

21. Industrial design term of protection 1.00

22. Legal measures available that provide necessary 
exclusive rights to redress unauthorized use of 
industrial design rights

0.25

Category 5: Trade Secrets and the Protection  
of Confidential Information 1.25

23. Protection of trade secrets (civil remedies) 0.50

24. Protection of trade secrets (criminal sanctions) 0.25

25. Regulatory data protection term 0.50

Indicator Score
Category 6: Commercialization of IP Assets and 
Market Access 4.00

26. Barriers to market access 1.00

27. Barriers to technology transfer 0.75

28. Registration and disclosure requirements of 
licensing deals 0.75

29. Direct government intervention in setting 
licensing terms 1.00

30. IP as an economic asset 0.50

31. Tax incenstives for the creation of IP assets 0.00

Category 7: Enforcement 3.01

32. Physical counterfeiting rates 0.40

33. Software piracy rates 0.36

34. Civil and precedural remedies 0.25

35. Pre-established damages and/or mechanisms for 
determining the amount of damages generated 
by infringement

0.50

36. Criminal standards including minimum 
imprisonment and minimum fines 0.25

37. Effective border measures 0.50

38. Transparency and public reporting by customs 
authorities of trade-related IP infringement 0.75

Category 8: Systemic Efficiency 2.75

39. Coordination of IP rights enforcement 0.50

40. Consultation with stakeholders during IP policy 
formation 0.50

41. Educational campaigns and awareness raising 0.50

42. Targeted incentives for the creation and use of IP 
assets for SMEs 0.50

43. IP-intensive industries, national economic impact 
analysis 0.75

Category 9: Membership and Ratification of 
International Treaties 5.50

44. WIPO Internet Treaties 1.00

45. Singapore Treaty on the Law of Trademarks 
and Protocol Relating to the Madrid Agreement 
Concerning the International Registration of Marks

0.50

46. Patent Law Treaty and Patent Cooperation Treaty 0.50

47. Membership of the International Convention for the 
Protection of New Varieties of Plants, Act of 1991 1.00

48. Membership of the Convention on Cybercrime, 
2001 1.00

49. The Hague Agreement Concerning the 
International Registration of Industrial Designs 0.50

50. At least one post-TRIPS FTA with substantive IP 
provisions and chapters in line with international 
best practices

1.00

Total Score:  
29.88
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Spotlight on the National IP Environment

Past Editions versus Current Scores

Morocco’s overall score has increased from 
59.62% (29.81 out of 50) in the ninth edition to 
59.76% (29.88 out of 50) in the tenth edition. 
This reflects a score increase on indicator 32.

Patents, Related Rights, and Limitations

As has been noted over the course of the Index, 
the Moroccan Office of Industrial and Commercial 
Property (OMPIC) has deliberately sought to align 
Moroccan patenting standards with those used by 
major European IP offices and particularly those of 
the EPO. Most notably, since 2015, the OMPIC has 
offered a validation service of European patents. 
Under this agreement between the EPO and the 
OMPIC, all qualifying patents filed directly with 
the EPO or through the Patent Cooperation Treaty 
(PCT) route in Europe are eligible for registration in 
Morocco. Patent applicants can designate Morocco 
together with EU countries, and EPO patents 
have the same legal effect as a national patent 
and are subject to Moroccan law. The number 
of European patent applications designating 
Morocco has doubled since 2015 to reach an 
average of about 2,000 applications a year. This 
cooperation deepened in 2021 with OMPIC and 
the EPO signing a Memorandum of Understanding 
and OMPIC becoming the 31st IP office to join the 
Cooperative Patent Classification (CPC). The CPC 
is a standardized patent classification scheme 
used and supported by the USPTO and EPO.

8. Membership of a Patent Prosecution Highway 
(PPH): Although Morocco is not a member of 
either the Global Patent Prosecution Highway or 
the IP5 PPH, the OMPIC has since 2016 had a 
PPH agreement in place with the Spanish Patent 
and Trademark Office—the PPH-Moittainai pilot 
program. In 2021 another PPH was added with 
the announcement of an agreement between 
OMPIC and the JPO. PPH initiatives and 

increased cooperation between IP offices—like 
the patent validation scheme described above 
with the EPO—is one of the most tangible ways 
in which the administration and functioning of 
the international IP system can be improved and 
harmonized to help inventors and rightsholders.

Copyrights, Related Rights, and Limitations 

11. Legal measures which provide necessary 
exclusive rights that prevent infringement of 
copyrights and related rights (including Web 
hosting, streaming, and linking); 12. Expeditious 
injunctive-style relief and disabling of infringing 
content online; 13. Availability of frameworks 
that promote cooperative action against online 
piracy; and 15. Technological protection measures 
(TPM) and Digital rights management (DRM) 
legislation: As has been noted in past editions of 
the Index, Morocco has a fairly strong statutory 
copyright framework in place. Article 10 of the 
Law on Copyright and Related Rights provides 
definitions of exclusive rights of exploitation, and 
standard civil remedies are available. Furthermore, 
Article 65.12 provides the possibility of seeking 
an injunction and a court order for the disabling 
of access to infringing content with respect 
to foreign hosts, and Law 34-2005 amended 
Article 60 and introduced a notice-and-takedown 
regime. Moroccan law also has in place robust 
provisions relating to digital rights management 
and technological protection measures. The 2005 
copyright amendments made acts of circumvention 
and related activities (including manufacturing, 
sale, importation, offering for sale, and distribution 
to the public) infringements of copyright. However, 
the key challenge to rightsholders in Morocco 
has long been the lack of effective enforcement 
and application of the existing legal framework. 
Levels of copyright infringement remain high.

http://www.uschamber.com/ipindex
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Historically, rightsholders in North Africa and 
Morocco have faced significant problems with 
satellite decoding and broadcasting signal piracy. 
Decoders have been readily available and used 
across North Africa to illegally access copyrighted 
content. In 2011 the French satellite and content 
provider Canal+ withdrew from the Moroccan and 
Algerian markets, citing widespread piracy as the 
main reason. The latest trend has seen a migration 
from physical decoders and satellite piracy to the 
use of set-top boxes and the accessing of infringing 
content over the internet through streaming.

2021 saw some positive developments. Specifically, 
in October an international rightsholders’ coalition, 
the Alliance for Creativity and Entertainment, 
announced that it had successfully disabled 
access to a significant source of pirated content 
in Morocco and North Africa, Electro TV Sat. The 
provider sold illicit streaming devices and illegal 
access to thousands of television channels, film, 
and audiovisual content, including French-speaking 
content created and supported by Canal+. This 
is a positive development for both domestic 
Moroccan creators and international rightsholders. 
Unfortunately, the action was not led by local 
law enforcement or the Moroccan authorities 
but was instead an initiative spearheaded by 
rightsholders themselves. The enforcement of 
copyright should be led by both rightsholders 
and relevant government authorities. This is of 
particular importance today when, because of 
the internet, infringement is more widespread 
and extensive than ever before. The Index will 
continue to monitor these developments in 2022. 


