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Key Areas of Strength Key Areas of Weakness
 • Pronounced efforts over last few years to 

strengthen international cooperation on 
IP, including through patent prosecution 
highways (PPHs) and increased technical 
cooperation with the European Patent Office

 • Ongoing streamlining of administrative 
and enforcement bodies

 • New 2021 tax incentives for 
R&D-based activities

 • Key life sciences IP rights missing: RDP is 
not available, biopharmaceutical patentability 
standards remain outside international 
standards, and lack of enforcement of 
pharmaceutical patents persists

 • Gaps in legal framework for enforcing 
copyright online, though some important 
instances of judicial action exist

 • Persistently high rates of piracy, 
including physical counterfeiting

 • Limited participation in international 
treaties—has not acceded to the 
Patent Cooperation Treaty

http://www.uschamber.com/ipindex
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Indicator Score
Category 1: Patents, Related Rights and Limitations 2.90

1. Patent term of protection 1.00

2. Patentability requirements 0.25

3. Patentability of computer-implemented 
inventions (CIIs) 0.25

4. Plant variety protection, term of protection 0.90

5. Pharmaceutical-related patent enforcement and 
resolution mechanism 0.00

6. Legislative criteria and use of compulsory 
licensing of patented products and technologies 0.00

7. Patent term restoration for pharmaceutical products 0.00

8. Membership of a Patent Prosecution Highway 
(PPH) 0.50

9. Patent opposition 0.00

Category 2: Copyrights, Related Rights,  
and Limitations 1.63

10. Copyright (and related rights) term of protection 0.63

11. Legal measures which provide necessary 
exclusive rights that prevent infringement of 
copyrights and related rights (including Web 
hosting, streaming, and linking)

0.25

12. Expeditious injunctive-style relief and disabling of 
infringing content online 0.50

13. Availability of frameworks that promote 
cooperative action against online piracy 0.00

14. Scope of limitations and exceptions to copyrights 
and related rights 0.25

15. Technological protection measures (TPM) and 
digital rights management (DRM) legislation 0.00

16. Clear implementation of policies and guidelines 
requiring that any proprietary software used on 
government ICT systems should be licensed 
software

0.00

Category 3: Trademarks, Related Rights,  
and Limitations 2.00

17. Trademarks term of protection (renewal periods) 1.00

18. Protection of well-known marks 0.50

19. Legal measures available that provide necessary 
exclusive rights to redress unauthorized uses of 
trademarks

0.25

20. Availability of frameworks that promote action 
against online sale of counterfeit goods 0.25

Category 4: Design Rights, Related Rights,  
and Limitations 1.10

21. Industrial design term of protection 0.60

22. Legal measures available that provide necessary 
exclusive rights to redress unauthorized use of 
industrial design rights

0.50

Category 5: Trade Secrets and the Protection  
of Confidential Information 0.50

23. Protection of trade secrets (civil remedies) 0.25

24. Protection of trade secrets (criminal sanctions) 0.25

25. Regulatory data protection term 0.00

Indicator Score
Category 6: Commercialization of IP Assets and 
Market Access 3.67

26. Barriers to market access 0.25

27. Barriers to technology transfer 0.50

28. Registration and disclosure requirements of 
licensing deals 0.75

29. Direct government intervention in setting 
licensing terms 1.00

30. IP as an economic asset 0.50

31. Tax incenstives for the creation of IP assets 0.67

Category 7: Enforcement 1.71

32. Physical counterfeiting rates 0.38

33. Software piracy rates 0.33

34. Civil and precedural remedies 0.25

35. Pre-established damages and/or mechanisms for 
determining the amount of damages generated 
by infringement

0.00

36. Criminal standards including minimum 
imprisonment and minimum fines 0.25

37. Effective border measures 0.50

38. Transparency and public reporting by customs 
authorities of trade-related IP infringement 0.00

Category 8: Systemic Efficiency 2.75

39. Coordination of IP rights enforcement 0.50

40. Consultation with stakeholders during IP policy 
formation 0.50

41. Educational campaigns and awareness raising 0.50

42. Targeted incentives for the creation and use of IP 
assets for SMEs 0.50

43. IP-intensive industries, national economic impact 
analysis 0.75

Category 9: Membership and Ratification of 
International Treaties 2.25

44. WIPO Internet Treaties 1.00

45. Singapore Treaty on the Law of Trademarks 
and Protocol Relating to the Madrid Agreement 
Concerning the International Registration of Marks

0.00

46. Patent Law Treaty and Patent Cooperation Treaty 0.25

47. Membership of the International Convention for the 
Protection of New Varieties of Plants, Act of 1991 0.00

48. Membership of the Convention on Cybercrime, 
2001 1.00

49. The Hague Agreement Concerning the 
International Registration of Industrial Designs 0.00

50. At least one post-TRIPS FTA with substantive IP 
provisions and chapters in line with international 
best practices

0.00

Total Score:  
18.51
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Spotlight on the National IP Environment

Past Editions versus Current Score

Argentina’s overall score has increased from 36.77% 
(18.38 out of 50) in the ninth edition of the Index 
to 37.02% (18.51 out of 50) in the tenth edition. 
This reflects a score increase on indicator 32. 

Commercialization of IP Assets 
and Market Access

31. Tax incentives for the creation of IP assets: 
Although Argentinean tax law provides a range of 
incentives for knowledge-intensive and R&D-based 
activities, these tax incentives are convoluted and 
change frequently. All qualifying R&D expenses 
are, in principle, fully tax deductible and Law 
23,877 provides tax credits on qualifying R&D 
expenditure. These credits are, however, subject 
to an annual cap set by the National Agency 
for Scientific and Technological Promotion 
(Agencia Nacional de Promoción Cientificia y 
Tecnológica). Historically, there have also been 
several sector- and industry-specific incentive 
schemes in place. For example, under Laws 25,922 
and 26,692, there has been in place a “Software 
Promotional Regime” (Ley de Promoción de la 
Industria del Software). This regime has offered 
several incentives, including reduced payroll 
taxes, reduction in corporate income taxes, and 
exemption from value-added tax (VAT) withholding. 

Separate incentive schemes have also been in place 
to promote the development of the biotechnology 
sector and professional development and training 
courses (Promoción del Desarrollo y Producción 
de la Biotecnología Moderna and the Régimen 
de crédito fiscal para los establecimientos 
industriales que tengan organizados cursos de 
educación técnica). Both the software and biotech 
incentive schemes have been subject to detailed 
requirements, registration with relevant government 
authorities, and evaluation on a case-by-case basis. 
In 2019 a new tax incentive scheme was introduced, 

Law 27,506, the “Regime for the Promotion of the 
Knowledge Economy.” The scheme broadened 
the basis of the “Software Promotional Regime,” 
expanding the types of industries and sectors 
qualifying for relevant tax incentives, and was 
scheduled to come into effect in January 2021. 
However, under Resolution No. 30/2020 (published 
on January 21, 2021), this new tax regime was 
suspended by the new government of President 
Fernández. At the time it was not clear what, if 
anything, would replace the suspended regime. 
In February 2021, new implementing regulations 
were published under Disposición 11/2021. These 
regulations clarify the types of qualifying activities, 
clarify applicable rates of reduced tax liability, and 
set 2029 as the expiration date for the incentives.

Overall, it is a positive step that Argentina has 
recognized the economic value of IP-intensive 
industries and the knowledge economy to current 
and future economic activity. The government has 
also acknowledged how tax incentives can have 
a positive impact on promoting the development 
of these industries. However, as with other past 
tax incentives the new regime is not open-ended 
or available to any sector of the economy or type 
of R&D or IP-generating businesses. Unlike a 
growing number of economies around the world 
(including most recently Switzerland), these 
legislative changes did not include any IP-asset-
specific innovation or patent box incentive.

http://www.uschamber.com/ipindex

